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Update on the Southeastern Paleoamerican Survey 2021
By Albert C. Goodyear and Joseph A. Lindler, Jr.
The research emphasis in 2021 of the
Southeastern Paleoamerican Survey has
been on analyzing and cataloging artifact
collections related to earlier projects. These
include the initial testing of the Topper site
done in 1985 and the National Geographic
Society funded excavation there in 1986.
Analysis and curation of artifacts found in
the 1960’s by avocationals from The Tampa
Bay area were also carried out. One major
private collection from South Carolina
donated to SCIAA was also analyzed and
cataloged.

The 1985-1986 Excavations at Topper

The Topper site was initially
investigated in 1983-1984 as part of the
survey work of Albert C. Goodyear
and Tommy Charles with the National
Register survey of chert quarries in
western Allendale County, South Carolina
(Goodyear and Charles 1984). In 1985,
a two-week testing project using seven
2-meter units was conducted to obtain
information about the occupational history
of the site and its stratigraphy. This was
limited to the terrace area adjacent to the
Savannah River. Excavation units were
dug in 10-centimeter levels screened
with quarter inch mesh. These units were
spread over the southern and western
areas and excavated to a meter deep

Figure 2: Photo of in situ lithic artifacts from the Allendale (MALA) level in Block II, level G., the 1986
National Geographic Society excavation, with George S. Lewis assisting in the excavations. (Photo
by Albert Goodyear)

where artifacts typically ceased (Figure
1). A reanalysis of the resulting artifacts
preparatory to permanent curation has
shown the typical Clovis to Mississippian
occupational sequence as has been found
at Topper over the years. One unusual
find in 1985 was an intact pot found in
N212/E130 at the 60-70-centimeter level
in an intrusive pit. A few teeth fragments
from an infant (less than a year old) were
sifted out of the vessel fill. The pot that

Figure 1: Map of excavation units at the Topper site from 1985 and 1986 seasons. (J.J. Lindler)
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had soot on it, radiocarbon dated by Keith
Stephenson and Adam King, was a Middle
Mississippian complicated stamped vessel
with an AMS date of 720 +/-40 BP.
In 1986, we received a National
Geographic Society grant to search
for Paleoamerican evidence at Topper.
Excavations lasted four weeks with
Goodyear directing and George S. Lewis
assisting. Several volunteers, including
USC graduate students, assisted.
It was decided to excavate in finer
spatial units such as 1-meter squares
in 5-centimerter levels. We dug two
adjacent 3 X 3-meter blocks for a total of
18 meters square (Figure 1). That area
of Topper had previously been scraped
with a bulldozer removing about 10
centimeters of the ground surface. In
this excavation, we made an intensive
effort to do three-dimensional artifact
plotting to reconstruct possible spatial
patterns and artifact stratigraphy (Figure
2). The usual prehistoric sequence was
obtained with a heavy presence of heattreated lithic artifacts and debris related
to Allendale phase (MALA) biface
production. In the 1986 work, evidence
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Figure 3: Clovis preforms from the terrace area
of the Topper site; D in situ Block II, Level J,
Square A. (From Goodyear and Steffy 2003,
photos by Daryl Miller))

of Clovis was confirmed. The base of a
late stage bifacially fluted Clovis preform
was found in a bulldozer scrape about
50 meters east of the block excavation
(Figure 3B). Subsequently, in about 2003 a
Clovis preform base broken with a reverse
hinge from end thinning (Figure 3D), was
recognized from the block excavation
(Goodyear and Steffy 2003). Figure 3
shows several of the Clovis preforms
found on the terrace area of Topper. One
unusual small lanceolate point was found
in situ in the block excavations (Figure
4). It has a resemblance to the Miller
lanceolate from Meadowcroft Rockshelter,
which is radiocarbon dated before Clovis.
Several other small lanceolates like this
have also been found on the terrace area of

Figure 4: Unidentified small lanceolate USL 18
(Haw River?) from Block II, Level K, Square I,
97.56M. (Drawings by Darby Erd)
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Topper. In going through the 1985 test unit,
four more such points have been found.
The two 1986 3 X 3-meter blocks were
not immediately backfilled in anticipation
of the visit by the geoscience consultants,
Dr. Sam Upchurch and Dr. John E. Foss.
Even though covered by construction
plastic, rains eroded some of the profiles
that revealed an urn containing partially
burned human bone. An employee of the
landowner, Sandoz Chemical Company,
spotted the sherds in the profile and
glued it back together. It is likely that the
vessel was broken by the weight of the
bulldozer that had scraped the original
ground surface. Again, Stephenson
and King submitted a soot AMS carbon
sample yielding a date of 1470 +/-40 BP.
The vessel had cord marking and a strap
around the rim, and it is considered to be
from the Deptford period (ca. 2,000 BP).

Another grant was provided by SCIAA’s
Archaeological Research Trust (ART)
to help with the artifact photography
and digitization of program records. Joe
Wilkinson has been hired as a part-time
consultant for this work.

Donation of the William F. Barnes
Artifact Collection

In the fall of 2021, the well-known
William F. Barnes collection was donated
to SCIAA by Mrs. Ann Barnes Wilson,
the daughter of the late William Barnes.
This collection has been known since
the 1970’s when Mr. Barnes introduced
himself to the then SCIAA Director, Dr.
Robert L. Stephenson. In 1980, Tommy
Charles as part of his statewide private
collection survey visited Mr. Barnes at
his home near Fairfax and was able to
see a small portion of it. The collection

Figure 5: Lab team supported by Felburn Foundation grant and the John Winthrop Archaeology
Fund. (Left to Right) J.J. Lindler, Al Goodyear, and Reece Spradley. (Photo by Haley Borowy)

Grants and Financial Support for Lab
Studies
In 2021, we received a $25,000 grant
from the Felburn Foundation to support
the analysis and cataloging of the 1985
and 1986 Topper excavation collections.
We thank Mr. Guy Marwick, Executive
Director, and the other board members
for this assistance. This allowed the
hiring of a lab manager, J.J. Lindler, and
a part-time student assistant, Ms. Reece
Spradley (Figure 5). Ms. Spradley was
also supported by the John Winthrop
Archaeology Fund, an endowed fund
at the University of South Carolina
Salkehatchie campus, created to support
archaeological studies in the Allendale
County area, including the Topper site.

was and still is immense representing
some three generations of Barnes family
collecting primarily from their farmlands
appropriately known as Arrowhead
Plantation. Their 1,000-acre plus land is
split between Allendale and Hampton
Counties not far from abundant sources of
Allendale chert. The number of diagnostic
points and tools is in excess of 4,000 items
providing yet another important collection
for studies in the Coastal Plain archaeology
of South Carolina. In order to help process
and catalog this collection the Wilson
family provided a financial gift to our
program that allowed part-time student
help to be hired in the fall semester. The
Ann Wilson family was invited to come to
SCIAA for a formal thank you by Director
Legacy, Vol. 25, No. 2, December 2021

(SEAC) emphasizing some of our major
findings (Goodyear et al. 2021). The
discovery by marine geologists of a former
Pleistocene age lake in the bay known
as Lake Edgar radiocarbon dated from
20,000 to 7,000 years ago is an exciting
revelation for possible future underwater
archaeology.
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Figure 6: (Left to right): Adam King, Victoria Wilson Boyce, Al Goodyear, Ann Wilson, J.J. Lindler,
and Ann Forrest Bowers. (Photo by Patricia Fowler)

Dr. Adam King, where two shadow boxes
with representative projectile points were
presented to the granddaughters of Mr.
Barnes, Mrs. Victoria Wilson Boyce, and
Mrs. Ann Forrest Wilson Bowers (Figure
6).

Documentation of Artifact
Collections from the Tampa Bay
Region of Florida

Tampa Bay is the largest embayment
on the Florida coastline (Figure 7).
Geological studies indicate it became the
modern bay around 7,000 years ago due
to global sea level rise. Prior to that it was

Figure 7: Map of modern Tampa Bay. (NASA
and U.S. Geological Survey)
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